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Encounter of Jesuit Missionaries of 17 and 18
Centuries with Tibet and Its Religion
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[ Abstract ]

Tibet has been attracting European missionaries for years. However, because of its
extremely difficult location in the Himalayas and the fact that it was closed to foreigners, only
few of them could reach Lhasa. These numerous obstacles did not stop three European Jesuit
missionaries: Fathers Antonio de Andrade (1580-1634), Johann Grueber (1623-1680) and
Ippolito Desideri (1684-1733). In various period (1624, 1661, 1716) they came to Tibet, meet
local people and learn about their life and their religion. After coming back to Europe They wrote
extensive accounts and works on Tibet, as for example: Beschreibung Einer weiten und
gefahrlichen Reil3: Die Reise nach Tsaparang in Tibet im Jahr 1624 (Andrade), Als Kundschafter
des Papstes nach China 1656-1664. Die Erste Durchquerung Tibets (Grueber), An Account of
Tibet. The Travels of Ippolito Desideri of Pistoia, S.J., 1712-1727 (Desideri). They were
translated into many European languages and had a significant impact on the European
knowledge about Tibet.

The Encounter of Jesuit Missionaries with Tibet in the 17 and 18 centuries will be described
and presented in the article. The three representative works of Andrade, Grueber and Desideri
dealing with Tibetan culture and religion will be analyzed and evaluated, together with the
immense impact they had in Europe.

Keywords: Tibet, European Jesuit Missionaries, Cultural and Religious Contact
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